
 Room: Curry 241    Class time: MWF 2-2:50
 Instructor:  Greg Knehans  Email: gnknehan@uncg.edu   Text: 336-310-6273
 Office: Curry 333A    Office hours: T 3:30-5, W 3-5, and by appointment

This course looks at the contemporary phenomenon of globalization and its impact on politics at the international, national, and 
sub-national levels. It situates globalization as a contested concept within the broader context and contradictions of emerging 
international civil society with its economic, cultural, social, and political components. The course also assesses the “backlash” to 
globalization, critical responses to neo-liberalism, as well as the rise of transnationalism and global public policy-making. For 
part of the class, we will be using the historical experience of the country of East Timor as a lens to focus research and 
discussions.

Prerequisite: Any international relations course or permission of the instructor. This is an upper level elective within the political  
science major. PSC 344 is intended for students at the junior/senior level with an interest in international and comparative 
politics. The course is designed for students with some background in general political science courses and introductory 
international relations.

Student Learning Outcomes: By the successful conclusion of this course, students should be able to: describe and discuss the 
globalization phenomenon; analyze how globalization affects politics at the international, national, and sub-national levels; 
critique negative and positive political responses to globalization; identify and interpret current scholarly literature on the politics 
of globalization; understand competing globalization political theories; and use basic research methods in the field of political 
globalization studies.

Required Texts

Steger, Manfred (2009) Globalization: A Very Short Introduction. New York: Oxford University Press.

Lechner, Frank J. and John Boli, eds. (2012, 4th Edition) The Globalization Reader. New York: Wiley-Blackwell.

Additional readings will be available through Blackboard.

Students are encouraged to read the global edition of The New York Times, Washington Post or similar newspaper regularly to 
keep abreast of current global events.

Assignments

Exams: There will be two exams. The first will be on October 11. The second will be on December 2 and will be open book. 

Paper: A case-study analysis of the impact of a particular aspect, concept or debate of globalization with regards to East Timor 
and presentation of the lessons which can be learned. You will have to clear the paper topic with me. Further information and 
specifics on the paper requirements will be given out later.
Conference: On the day scheduled for our final exam, we will have a conference. Each student will give a short presentation on 
their paper, along with some Q&A.

Discussions: The second half of the course will consist of discussions, led by students, along with discussion board postings of 
summaries and guiding questions for chapters from Lechner & Boli. Everyone is expected to read and be prepared to discuss 
each chapter. The assigned discussion leaders are responsible for: posting on Blackboard (by Sunday night before the week) a 
short summary (NOT an outline) of the main arguments/points of the piece, along with appropriate comments/connections/
questions; providing leadership for the class discussions, in the form of additional comments/connections/questions. I will 
provide overall leadership for the discussions, however. 

Midterm: 40 points
Final: 40 points
Paper: 50 points
Summaries: 20 points
Participation: 20 points
Conference: 20 points
Total: 200 points
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PSC 344 Course Readings 

Week 1: 8/19-23 Week 9: 10/14-18
M: Introduction M: Fall Break
W: Steger, Chapter 1 W: L&B Chapters 19, 20
F:  Steger, Chapter 2 F:  L&B Chapters 22, 23

Week 2: 8/26-30 Week 10: 10/21-25
M: Steger, Chapter 3 M: L&B Chapters 25, 26
W: Steger, Chapter 4 W: L&B Chapters 28, 30
F:  Steger, Chapter 5 F:  L&B Chapters 31, 32

Week 3: 9/4-6 Week 11: 10/28-11/1
M: No Class, Labor Day M: L&B Chapters 34, 35
W: Steger, Chapter 6 W: L&B Chapters 36, 37
F:  Steger, Chapter 7-8 F:  L&B Chapters 46, 51

Week 4: 9/9-13 Week 12: 11/4-8
M: “Globalization is good” M: L&B Chapters 39, 40
W: Steger,“Neo-liberalism” W: L&B Chapters 41, 43
F:  L&B Chapters 21, 33 F:  L&B Chapters 44, 45

Week 5: 9/16-20 Week 13: 11/11-15
M: L&B, Chapters 1-2 M: L&B Chapters 52-3
W: L&B, Chapters 3-4 W: L&B Chapters 54-5
F:  L&B, Chapters 5-6 F:  L&B Chapters 56-7

Week 6: 9/23-27 Week 14: 11/18-22
M: L&B, Chapters 7-8 M: L&B Chapters 58, 60
W: L&B, Chapters 9-10 W: L&B Chapters 61, 64
F:  L&B, Chapters 11-12 F:  L&B Chapters 62, 63

Week 7: 9/31-10/4 Week 15: 11/25-29
M: Video: “Death of a Nation” M: No Class
      Gusmao, "We Must Keep Telling” W: Thanksgiving Break
W: Chomsky, "The US and East Timor" F: Thanksgiving Break
F:  Simpson, “US & East Timor & Int'l Community”
     Knehans, “In a World Full of People…” Week 16: 12/2

M: Exam II
Week 8: 10/7-11
M:  Budiardjo, “Indonesia: Mass Extermination” pp 180-197

Went, “Globalization/Imperialism”
W: Review
F:  Exam I

Conference: Monday, December 9 3:30–6:30 P.M  
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Some General Notes and Guidelines 
Bring the book which is currently being discussed to class. 
If you habitually do not bring the book to class, I will 
assume you are not actually reading it and will judge you 
accordingly.
No texting during class. Anyone texting, or otherwise 
fiddling with an electronic device will get a zero for 
participation. If you text again, you will fail the class. Do 
not think that you will be the exception to this policy. 
Seriously, just put your phone away. Laptops may only be 
used if you sit in the front row or along the aisle, and may 
only be used to take notes. Penalties for using a laptop for 
any other purpose (Facebook, email, etc.) are the same as 
texting.
Tests: Except in the cases of a bona fide medical emergency 
or the sudden death or grave illness of an immediate relative 
with confirming documentation, I do not approve make-up 
tests. If you have a commitment scheduled for the day of a 
test or assignment, you should contact me well before the date so that we can consider the possibility of taking the test or 
submitting the assignment early.
Class Participation: When you don’t read in advance, don’t engage with the ideas expressed by the writers, the instructor, and 
the other students, or when you attend class only sporadically, both your learning and your classmates’ learning is greatly 
inhibited. Additionally, class becomes really boring. So you are expected to show up, to pay attention, and to prepare the readings 
in advance of the class period for which they are assigned. I encourage you to take notes as you read and bring them to class for 
reference during discussions. Obviously, if you aren’t here, you can’t participate. That said, just showing up and staying awake 
isn’t participation. Participation includes paying attention, asking questions, contributing to class discussion in a way that 
demonstrates that you have completed the reading, responding politely to your classmates’ questions, etc. Uninformed discussion 
will hurt, not help, your grade. I will be looking for you to ask questions or make comments when you are confused, angered, 
excited, or whatever. I encourage those students who have personal experience or knowledge of some of the issues we will be 
covering to bring them up in class. Much of this will focus on discussions–you MUST come to class with an understanding of the 
readings assigned for that day.
Honor Code: I expect all students in this course to abide by both the letter and spirit of the university’s academic integrity policy.  
Violations of the university honor code will be prosecuted. The full text of the Academic Integrity Policy can be viewed at: http://
www.uncg.edu/reg/Policy/HonorPolicy.html. Specifically pertinent to this course is the following infraction: “Plagiarism: 
Intentionally or knowingly representing the words of another, as one's own in any academic exercise.” Do NOT engage in 
plagiarism. If caught, you will receive a zero for the assignment. Particularly egregious plagiarism will result in an F for the 
course. If you have any questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, please see me immediately. While it is very easy to 
plagiarize off of the internet and other sources, it is just as easy to find where you plagiarized from. Typically, if I suspect 
plagiarism, it takes me less than a minute to find the source.
Addenda: Please keep all returned work, so that any discrepancy in the recording of grades can be easily resolved. Once final 
grades are turned in, they are final. If you are concerned about what your grade might be, see me before the end of the semester. I 
am happy to meet with you for any length of time to help you through this course. However, do not come to me the day before an  
assignment is due and ask for help on the assignment. If you need to earn above a particular grade in this class in order to 
graduate, maintain athletic eligibility, receive financial aid, etc., the time to speak with me about this is as soon as you feel you 
may be below that grade–NOT at the end of the semester or after I have turned in final grades.
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PSC344 F11 Steger Reading Questions 

Chapter 1/Introduction

What does Steger mean by a “critical approach” to globalization?

What does the “deconstruction” of Osama bin Laden reveal?

What is globality, globalization and global imaginary? Why does Steger develop these terms and define them the way he does?

What is important about the idea of a global imaginary?

What is the point of the Blind Scholars story?

What are the four additional qualities of globalization Steger mentions?

Chapter 2

Why is it “common sense” to say that globalization is a new phenomenon, and what are the arguments and evidence that it is not?

What does Steger mean by “distinct qualitative thresholds?” Do you think Steger makes a convincing case that globalization is 
long-developing process?

Chapter 3

What was Bretton Woods all about, what institutions did it create and what did it achieve? What is its role in globalization?

What does the internationalization and liberalization of trade and finance involve and what has been the impact?

What does the Southeast Asian financial crisis say about the process of globalization?

How powerful are transnational corporations? Are they rivals to the power of nation-states?

What are the international economic institutions? What role do they play and what affects do they have?

What are structural adjustments and what do they involve? Who has to make structural adjustments?

Chapter 4

What are some of the manifestations of political globalization?

How would you answer his three questions in the middle of page 59?

What is the Westphalian nation-state system? How is it “modern”? How is it changing, and what is it changing into?

What do hyperglobalizers and globalization skeptics say about political globalization?

What does Steger think about nationalism?

Is it true to say that we are in a transitional stage between the nation-state system and post-modern global governance?

What are some of the different forms of non-state and trans-state governance? What is cosmopolitan democracy?

Chapter 5

What is cultural globalization, and what do pessimistic and optimistic hyperglobalizers say about it?

Does cultural globalization produce sameness or difference? What are some examples of both?

What is the impact of the global media on the global imaginary? What is important about the concentration and centralization of 
media into a handful of large corporations?

What is globalization’s impact on languages around the world?

Chapter 6

Why does Steger say that the environment is the most important arena of globalization? Do you agree with him?

What are some of the different threats to the environments? How does globalization play into these threats? Does globalization 
make them worse or better?

Why does there need to be a global response to environmental globalization?

Chapter 7

Who are the anti-globalizers? What is their analysis and what are their concerns?

What is market globalization? Is it, as Steger says, the dominant ideology of our time?

What is a “strong discourse”? What are some examples of a “strong discourse?”

What are the five claims of market globalization, and what are Steger’s rejoinders?

What are the analysis and aims of justice globalizers? Why doesn’t Steger call them “anti-globalizers”?

What is global civil society?

What are some examples of justice globalizer organizations/actions/impacts?

What is jihadist globalization? Why does it involve more than Islamic fundamentalism? What is the “umma as global 
imaginary”?
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